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   With the postponement of House Bill 15-1312, “Concerning Collection of a DNA Sample From Offenders Convicted of Certain Misdemeanors,” legislators missed a chance to expand the type of misdemeanor convictions in Colorado that required the defendant to provide a sample of his or her DNA. Added to the list of CONVICTIONS that HB 1312 would have required the defendant to provide a DNA sample are these:
· third degree assault;
· menacing;
· reckless endangerment;
· theft;
· criminal mischief;
· child abuse;
· violation of a protection order; and
· harassment.
   Makes an ordinary citizen ask “What were they thinking?”
   That term, “ordinary citizen,” has often prompted somewhat not-positive comments to this writer. In the for-what-it's-worth department, this writer takes great pride in being a part of that segment of the population falling into the category. Definition of ordinary  citizen:  You are a decent  and honest human being, you are hardworking and pay your taxes, you have compassion for the less fortunate, you treat others as you would like to be treated, you stop gossip when possible by refusing to spread it further . . . well, hopefully you get the idea.
Senate Bill 15-206:  With the conservation scandal far enough behind, legislators are now willing to “sweeten” the provisions in the conservation income tax credit program. If passed and enacted, provisions of SB 206 will go into effect beginning in tax year 2015.  
   For those still unfamiliar with conservation easements, a conservation easement is “a voluntary legal agreement between a land owner and a charitable organization or governmental entity that permanently preserves scenic or agricultural open space,  natural habitat or recreational areas for the benefit of the public,” and is a program in place since the tax year 2000. The program was changed in tax year 2011 to place a cap on the amount each year that a Colorado taxpayer may claim.
   SB 206 makes two changes beginning in tax year 2015:  
· credit awarded for the first $100,000 of a donated conservation easement is increased to 75 percent of the easement's fair market value, up from 50 percent in current law; and
· the maximum credit that  may be awarded to a donor for a single donation is increased to $1,500,000 from the $375,000 cap in current law.
   The cap  for the gross conservation income tax credit program is set at $45 million beginning in tax year 2014 and that cap is not changed by SB 206.  
   There are some restrictions on how outstanding credit may be used, but first must be used to offset a taxpayer's current year income tax liability (it can be carried forward for up to 20 years). A taxpayer may transfer a full or partial amount of credit to one or more other taxpayers who may use the transferred credit against their own income tax liability.
   Beware, a TABOR surplus is expected in Fiscal Year 2014-15 which translates to the credit becoming refundable in tax year 2015, BUT, taxpayers may not claim a refund using transferred credit.
   With minor amendment, the bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole with favorable recommendation and a recommendation that it be placed on the consent calendar.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 15-206:  Senators Ellen S. Roberts (R-Archuleta, Dolores, LaPlata, Montezuma, Montrose, Ouray, San Juan, San Miguel) 866-4884, and Mary Hodge (D-Adams) 866-4855; and Representatives Alec Garnett (D-Denver) 866-2911, and Jon Keyser (R-Jefferson) 866-2582.
Senate Bill 15-258:  While the purpose of the bill is purportedly to enact the “Colorado Electric Consumers Protection Act,” it may just be pitting the federal government against the state of Colorado.
   The legislative declaration includes these points:
· The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has proposed emission guidelines for the regulation of carbon dioxide emissions from existing fossil fuel-fired electric generating units under Section 11 (d) of the Federal Act;
· These proposed guidelines will have a major impact on the economy of Colorado by regulating how electricity is produced, transmitted, distributed and consumed within Colorado;  
· Under Section 11 (d) of the Federal Act, and as included in the EPA's proposed emission guidelines, states take the lead role in developing plans for the establishment and implementation of performance standards for reducing carbon dioxide emissions from existing fossil fuel-fired electric generating units; and
· development of a state plan to implement the EPA's proposed carbon dioxide emission guidelines could affect the cost, reliability and future improvement of electric service within the state of Colorado and should, therefore, be undertaken in a public process with input from affected power generators and the Commission as the state agency most able to address those effects.
   The Air Quality Control Commission (AQCC), under the Department of Public Health and Environment (DPHE), is required under federal law to “approve and submit a state implementation plan for the reduction of carbon emissions from electric utilities to the  EPA for certification that the state plan meets federal performance standards under the Clean Air Act.”
   The provisions of SB 258 prohibits the (AQCC) from submitting a state implementation plan for the reduction of carbon emissions from electric utilities to the EPA until:
1. the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) conducts a proceeding to review the plan based on criteria outlined in the bill and issues a formal decision;
2. the PUC and DPHE issue a joint assessment report of the plan within 15 days of the decision; and
3. the General Assembly votes to approve the plan through joint resolution.
   Many “hoops” to jump through on this one:
· once legislative approval is given, the AQCC may submit the plan to the EPA;
· if the plan is approved by the EPA, the AQCC must submit the plan to the General Assembly for final approval by joint resolution;
· if the plan is disapproved by the EPA and a federal plan is put in place instead, the AQCC must submit the federal plan to the PUC to determine whether further consideration of the plan is necessary
· the DPHE may not implement or enforce the final approved state or federal plan until the final federal emissions regulations are adopted; and
· the process outlined in SB 258 will also apply to any regional plan the state participates in pursuant to the federal Clean Air Act or federal emissions regulations.
   A looming deadline will also play a significant role in this scenario as the EPA has already announced that it plans to finalize federal performance standards for carbon emissions from electric utilities in summer 2015.
   With amendment as to appropriations, SB 258 was passed and referred to the Committee of the Whole with favorable recommendation.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 15-258:  Senators John Cooke (R-Weld) 866-445, and Jerry Sonnnenberg (R-Cheyenne, Elbert, Kit Carson, Lincoln, Logan, Morgan, Phillips, Sedgwick, Washington, Weld, Yuma) 866-6360. No sponsor as yet in the House of Representatives.
House Bill 15-1273:  School violence continues to garner headlines here in Colorado as it does all over this country, but also now has the added problem of unlawful use, possession or sale of marijuana on school grounds in a school vehicle, or at a school activity or sanctioned event (referred to herein as school property) to the items that must be included in the existing safe school report.
   HB 12-1345 was passed in 2012 and “contained requirements for law enforcement agencies and district attorneys to annually report contacts with students. The purpose of this data was to discover the extent to which minor offenses committed by students in schools  result in contact with law enforcement agencies and, ultimately, entrance into the criminal justice system.”
   New requirements go into effect beginning on August 1, 2015 and continuing each August 1 thereafter:
· law enforcement agencies are required to report to the Division of Criminal Justice within the Department of Public Safety about student(s) arrests on school property;
· within the same time frame, each district attorney is required to report to the Division of Criminal Justice information about students who were granted pre-file juvenile or adult diversion for arrests that occurred on school property; and
· the Division of Criminal Justice is required to compile, analyze and report data concerning arrests, summons, tickets and case dispositions for reported incidents.
Sponsors of House Bill 15-1273:  Representative Polly Lawrence (R-Douglas) 866-2935; and Senator Linda Newell (D-Arapahoe) 866-4846.
House Bill 15-1332:  Distributed energy resource systems is a term not exactly in the  everyday-vocabulary of Coloradans. The fiscal impact analysis points out that the equipment and installation for generating electricity using hydroelectricity, wind, biomass resources vary depending on size, application and service agreements with manufacturer.
   The costs as estimated by Colorado State University for a typical home wind system cost is approximately $50,000. As the reader may be thinking, the number of Coloradans with the financial resources to afford such an expense is not exactly huge – “approximately 67 taxpayers will purchase and install a power generation system that will, on average, cost $50,000.”
   HB 1332 “creates a state income tax credit for taxpayers who purchase and install the equipment necessary to generate electricity using hydroelectricity, wind, and biomass resources,” with the amount of the credit equal to the lesser of 30 percent of the total costs of the equipment or $50,000, and is available once to a taxpayer.  
   There are qualifications to be eligible for the credit – the taxpayer must be an end-user electric customer of a cooperative electric association or municipal electric utility, and the power generation system must be located on the taxpayer's side of the meter.
   HB1332 was passed by the House Transportation and Energy Committee with minor amendment on April 17th and so amended, referred to the Committee on Finance with favorable recommendation. The chair of the committee adjourned the hearing by wishing proponents good luck with the Finance Committee.
Sponsors of House Bill 15-1332:  Representative Dan Pabon (D-Denver) 866-2054. No  sponsor as yet in the Senate.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
